
 
 

 
 

 
 
15th January 2026 
 
Dear Parent/Carer,  
 
All Leicestershire Schools are now part of a safeguarding initiative, which aims to improve outcomes for 
children and families affected by domestic violence and abuse. This scheme has been designed to provide 
early reporting to schools of any domestic abuse incidents that might have an impact on a child that attends 
their school.  The approach, known as Operation Encompass, has been rolled out across the UK. In 
Leicestershire the scheme is run in partnership between Leicestershire County Council and Leicestershire 
Police and Forest Way School have been part of this for a while. 
 
All public agencies currently share information where there are safeguarding concerns or risk of harm to 
children, and the Police currently share information on all incidents of domestic abuse in Leicestershire with 
Leicestershire County Council. 
 
To further support the welfare of children this information sharing is being extended.  During the school 
term our Designated Safeguarding Lead Sarah Wallace (Head of Secondary) will now be informed when  
any domestic abuse incident has been reported to the police and one of our pupils was in the 
household. 
 
This has been introduced because domestic abuse in a household can have a big impact on children, even 
if they do not see what is happening. 
 
This information will be used to ensure the school is able to provide appropriate support to our pupils. The 
information will remain confidential and only shared on a strictly need-to-know basis, for example with the 
Pastoral Team and if necessary brief details will be passed onto the class teacher. 
 
If you would like to speak to someone in confidence about domestic abuse or sexual violence, call the Free 
from violence and abuse (FREEVA) helpline on  
0808 80 200 28. The helpline is free from all mobiles, payphones and landlines and is hidden on phone 
bills. It is open 8am to 8apm Monday to Friday, 10am to 4pm on weekends and bank holidays. 24-hour 
National abuse helpline: 0808 2000 247. You can also visit Free from Violence & Abuse | Support & 
Services | Freeva 
 
Please remember, in an emergency situation, always call 999. 
 
As always, our Pastoral Team is here to support you in any way they can.  All Pastoral Staff are Deputy 
Designated Safeguarding Leads. 
 
 
Yours faithfully,  
 

 
 
Sarah Wallace 
Head of Secondary 

 

https://freeva.org.uk/
https://freeva.org.uk/

